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PERSECUTED CHRIST IAN S AROUND THE WORLD 

This information comes from Voice of the Martyrs 

NIGERIA:   On June 30, the mutilated body of Pastor Joseph 
Kura, of Evangelical Church Winning All in Obi, Nasarawa, was 
found at his farm. Local Christians suspect that the attackers 
were Fulani herdsmen hired by a Muslim farmer who disputed 
the ownership of Kura’s farm. Arguments over land and live-
stock often result in violence against Christians in Nigeria’s 
Middle Belt region. Recently, Fulani herdsmen armed with mil-
itary-grade weapons have attacked predominantly Christian 
areas, killing hundreds and forcing thousands from their 
homes.   

 I spent much of July traveling around the country for vacation and the Synodical Convention.  

Briefly, we had a great vacation as we visited several National Parks around the state of Colorado.  We 

also had time to connect with our son Brian who went with us on the trip and our daughter Angie and 

son-in-law Jason who joined us at the Black Canyon of the Gunnison and again at my Mom’s house in 

Ft. Collins. 

 For this month’s article, I would like to give a report on the Synodical Convention that was held 

in Milwaukee, Wisconsin from July 9-14.  I served as the pastoral delegate for the Fayetteville Circuit.  I 

roomed with the lay delegate from our circuit—Dr. Bill Foster, the president of Bella Vista Lutheran 

Church.  I got in late on Friday night due to delayed flights.  As we visited briefly I was surprised to find 

out that he had served at the hospital in my home town for 25 years.  We got along very well. 

 The Convention’s theme was “Upon This Rock.”  It was based on Jesus’ statement to Peter at 

Caesarea Philippi, “ But what about you?” He asked.  “Who do you say I am?”  Simon Peter answered, 

“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for 

this was not revealed to you by man, but by My Father in heaven.  And I tell you that you are Peter, and 

on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.”  (Matthew 16:15-18).   

Using that as our theme, the focus was on Peter’s Confession that Jesus is the Son of the Living God.  

The daily themes were:  Repent, Confess, and Rejoice.”  There was an essay each day on that day’s 

theme.  In addition, we opened with a communion service.  There were also other worship times each 

morning, noon and evening.  On Tuesday there was an emotional service in which we remembered all 

the church workers who had died over the last three years.  Several friends and former pastors of mine 

were included in the service. 



Feed My Sheep 
Feed My Sheep Sunday is Oct. 2nd ! 

Another VERY busy month for the pantry!  We helped a  

total of 80 visitors in July.  We continue to see more “first 

time visitors” with a total of 51 this month which is  

AMAZING! NWA ranks highest in state for food insecurity. 

Over 121,000 people are food insecure in our four county 

area. Your donations are greatly appreciated.   

   

In August we had a FANTASTIC time at Smokin Joe’s 

Ribhouse !  Thank you for sticking with us in these 

HOT summer months!  Our September plans include 

lunch at Dixie Café on September 15th at 11:30 am.  

We’d love for you to join us!  Sign-up sheet in Nar-

thex for good food, fun, and great fellowship.    

Girl’s Lunch Out 



1 Jacob Byrd  

    Louise Shepherd 

2 Brent Garner 

     Reece Taylor 

     Raphael Uduhiri 

5  Connor Boyd 

    Cherrilynn Schroeder 

7  Allan Egelkraut 

9  Diane Williams 

10 Colleen Eich 

12 Joshua Girshner 

     Jennifer Hall 

     Zeke Peterson 

13 Blair Kirby 

     Wendell Neujahr 

14 Emily Jenkins 

17 Nicole Bowers 

     Fred Faust 

     Omar Kauffeld 

19  Mike Girshner 

19  JoAnn Griffith 

20  Bonnie Pearson 

       Joe Peterson 

21 Josephine Schmitt 

23 Don Budensiek 

      Nell Werner 

24 Kirsten Kvamso 

25  Andrea Shepherd 

      Rodney Studyvin 

26  Jena Eisma 

      Chelsea White 

27   Julie King  

2 H.L. & Shirley Bernthal 

    Don & Mary Mayer 

    Chase & Shelby White 

3 LB & Ila Teeter 

12 Paula Mattes 

13 Roger & Bonnie Gust 

14 David & Diane See 

 15Bob & Joyce Bauer 

18 Kevin & Trisha Brockhoff 

20 Lou & Millie Holtz 

22 Dallas & Delores Drda 

     Bill & Josephine Neumann 

27 Chris & Becky Jones 

28 Danett & Chad Neely  

Anniversaries  



PINOCHLE CARDS 
Can you believe August is upon us already and once again 
we will be meeting to play cards.  Yes, the date is Friday, 
August 5th and we will be in the fellowship hall, gathering 
together at 6:00 to set up.  Play will begin at 6:30 pm.  We 
always look for more players to join us.  If you have played 
pinochle before & want to refresh your skills, we welcome 
you to join us.  Bring a snack to share and be ready for a 
fun night of fellowship. 

We are refreshing our outreach to our college students!  We are 
creating Campus CONNECTion as a way to keep our college      

students CONNECTed to the church while they are away.  We need 

your help with two things:   

1) We need prayer pals for our college students.  This is open - 
not secret like the Confirmation Secret Pals were.  The main 

job of the Prayer Pal is just that – prayer.  Our hope is a 
CONNECTion will be formed between the student and the 

prayer pal and that the student would send the pal prayer 
requests as big tests come up or if something is challenging 

them.   

2) We need volunteers willing to bake cookies, snack mix, 

brownies, etc… once a semester.  The office will create a care 
package including a note of encouragement, a homemade 

goodie, etc… once a semester and mail it to the students.   

Are you willing to help?  Please see the signup sheet on the  

portable bulletin board in the Narthex or contact Casey Bolte at  

casey.bolte@aol.com or 479-426-4876. 

Campus CONNECTion 



 

    SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED 
 
The Education Ministry team is looking for Sunday 
school teachers this Fall. The hope is to have multiple 
teachers per class, allowing teachers to attend other Bi-
ble classes and such throughout the year. Please contact 
Kevin Brockhoff  or Cameron Pullman if  interested 
or have questions. 

 

 

     OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

You may be thinking it is way to early to be 
thinking about Christmas ! Pens, pencils, 
notebooks, crayons and other school supplies 
are in desperate need in other countries. 
There are other needs as well. These sup-
plies mean so much to the children we send 
these gifts too. To see a complete list of items 
visit www.holytrin.org/announcements/occ.             

 



  SAVE THE DATE 
Sunday, September 11th we will have Unity Sunday. 

We would like to invite everyone to a BBQ meal and 

cake to celebrate Pastor Bernthal’s 60th year anni-

versary in Ministry and his service, We will also cel-

ebrate Rally day to kick off our Sunday school year 

with activities for the children and an opportunity to 

meet their teachers and see their rooms, decorate 

cupcakes and participate in a cupcake walk. There 

will also be a ministry fair with booths hosted by 

each Ministry team so everyone can see what each 

team does and find areas they may be called to join 

or help with. Please come and join us for this very  

SPECIAL day and occasion. 

 



 


